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OBJECTIVES

:1. Know the different provinces in Canada and each   
province’s specific places which are highly sought  
after by travel nurses.

2. Identify the different Regulatory Bodies (Board of 
Nursing) in Canada

3. Explore the process of Nursing Registration

4. Navigate different Immigration Pathway to work 
as a travel nurse in Canada

5. Know the pay and perks of working as a Travel 
Nurse in Canada.



CANADA as a country



CANADA

SOURCE: https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/canada



What makes CANADA
unique?

UNRIVALLED 
SCENERY



What makes CANADA
unique?

VARIED CLIMATE



What makes CANADA
unique?

MULTICULTURAL SOCIETY



What makes CANADA
unique?

HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE

• With low crime rates and peaceful politics, peaceful 
living. 

• Ranking above average for health, well-being, income, 
education, quality of life and health,

• Scored 9.1 out of ten for security in the Better Life 
Index

• Being safe and secure

• Accepting and welcoming to newcomers. 



What makes CANADA
unique?

WORLD-RENOWNED 
EDUCATION SYSTEM

• 91 percent of  Canadians have completed
upper-secondary education.

BEST CANADIAN UNIVERSITIES – 2023
(PUBLISHED IN 2022)

• McGil l  University,  Montreal  — 31 (World Ranking)
• University of  Toronto,  Toronto — 34
• University of  Brit ish Columbia,  Vancouver — 47



the federal  government and the 10 

provincial  and 3 terr i tor ia l  governments 

share responsibi l i t ies

PUBLICLY FUNDED HEALTHCARE SYSTEM1

• Comprehensiveness

• Universal i ty

• Portabi l i ty

• Accessibi l i ty

• Publ ic Administrat ion

2
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Canadian Health Care System

CANADA HEALTH ACT  1984

LEVELS OF HEALTH CARE

• PRIMARY CARE
• SECONDARY CARE
• TERTIARY CARE



NURSING SHORTAGE
Ontario is  projected to be short 

33,000 nurses and personal  support 
workers by 2028 -The Canadian 

Press-Mar 08,  2023 

The B.C.  Nurses’  Union has 48,000 
members,  but there are currently 5,200 
jobs with no one to f i l l  them. By 2031,  
Brit ish Columbia wi l l  need 26,000 new 

nurses
- Vancouver Sun -January 12-2023



CANADA 
Provinces 

and 

Territories



PROVINCES & TERRITORIES
IN CANADA

I .  ATLANTIC 
PROVINCES

In 2021, the population of 
Newfoundland and Labrador was 
estimated to be 521,758.

"the most Ir ish place outside Ireland."

Top Attract ions
• Signal Hi l l Nat ional Histor ic Site of Canada

• Cape Spear Lighthouse

• East Coast Trai l

• Gros Morne National Park



PROVINCES & TERRITORIES
IN CANADA

I .  ATLANTIC 
PROVINCES

158,717 residents in 2019

best loved for Green Gables,  golf ,  and 
gorgeous sandy beaches.

Charlottetown, the capital ,  is  home to 
Victorian government bui ldings & the 
modern Confederation Centre of the 
Arts,  with a theatre and art  gal lery



PROVINCES & TERRITORIES
IN CANADA

I .  ATLANTIC 
PROVINCES

In 2021 census,  969,383 

entirely surrounded by water and 
is  home to over 13,000km of 

coastl ine,  thousands of  lakes,  lush 
val leys,  four UNESCO World 

Heritage Sites,  the world's  highest 
t ides and whales!

the only place on earth that 
produces Tidal  Bay wines.



PROVINCES & TERRITORIES
IN CANADA

I .  ATLANTIC 
PROVINCES

has more than 60 l ighthouses and is  
famous for  its  inland l ighthouse system 

that dots its  inland r ivers.  

The Bay of Fundy is  a  prist ine sanctuary 
for al l  kinds of rare,  unusual  wild 

creatures.

775,610 inhabitants (2021 census) .



PROVINCES & TERRITORIES
IN CANADA

I I .  CENTRAL 
CANADA

only province whose off ic ial  
language is  French

In 2022,  8,787,554 
population

well  known for producing maple 
syrup,  for  its  comedy,  and for  making 

hockey one of the most popular  sports 
in  Canada.



PROVINCES & TERRITORIES
IN CANADA

I I .  CENTRAL 
CANADA

In 2022,
15,386,407 population

Ontario is  among the top 10 
producers in the world for nickel  and 

plat inum group metals

Top Attractions in Ontario
• Niagara Fal ls
• The CN Tower's  EdgeWalk
• Algonquin Park



PROVINCES & TERRITORIES
IN CANADA

I I I .  PRAIRIE 
PROVINCES

1,214,618 population in 
2022 census

“Land of the Living Skies”

A prair ie  province fuel led by active 
sand dunes,  golden wheat f ields,  

majestic  boreal  forests,  rol l ing 
farmlands,  superb national  parks,  and 

an almost inf inite chain of lakes.



PROVINCES & TERRITORIES
IN CANADA

I I I .  PRAIRIE 
PROVINCES

1,431,792 population in 
2022 census

home to the polar bear capital  of  
the world.

Winnipeg's  Esplanade Riel  and Canadian 
Museum For Human Rights are 

recognizable landmarks of Manitoba



PROVINCES & TERRITORIES
IN CANADA

I I I .  PRAIRIE 
PROVINCES

4,647,178 population in 2022 
census

Home to six UNESCO-designated World 
Heritage Sites:  
• the Canadian Rocky Mountain Parks
• Dinosaur Provincial  Park
• Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump
• Waterton-Glacier  International  Peace 

Park
• Wood Buffalo National  Park 
• Writing-on-Stone Provincial  Park.



PROVINCES & TERRITORIES
IN CANADA

IV.WEST COAST

In 2022,
5,399,118 population

Top Attraction in BC
• Butchart  Garden in Victoria.  . . .
• Sea-to-Sky Gondola.  . . .
• Royal  BC Museum. . . .
• Whistler  Blackcomb. . . .
• Victoria 's  Inner Harbour .  . . .
• Pacif ic  Rim National  Park Reserve



PROVINCES & TERRITORIES
IN CANADA

V.NORTH 

40,692 population in 2022 
census

well  known for its  indigenous Inuit  
people's  artwork,  carvings and handmade 

clothing.

Top Attraction in Nunavut
• Sirmil ik National  Park
• Dewey Soper Migratory Bird 

Sanctuary
• Saint  Jude's  Angl ican Cathedralary
• Baffin Is land



PROVINCES & TERRITORIES
IN CANADA

V.NORTH 

45,493 population in 2022 
census

Top Attraction in Nunavut
• Northern Lights
• Great Slave Lake
• Nahanni  National  Park Reserve
• Ice Roads
• Wood Buffalo National  Park

home to Canada's  f irst  diamond mine.



PROVINCES & TERRITORIES
IN CANADA

V.NORTH 

44,238 population in the 2022 
census

Top Attraction in Nunavut
• Northern Lights
• Great Slave Lake
• Nahanni  National  Park Reserve
• Ice Roads
• Wood Buffalo National  Park

home to Canada's  f irst  diamond mine.
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How to become a nurse 

in CANADA?



NURSING REGISTRATION & 
RECIPROCITY/ENDORSEMENT 

In Canada,  nursing is  a profession that 
includes 3 regulated nursing groups:

• Registered Nurse (RN),  Licensed
• Practical  Nurse (LPN)*,  or
• Registered Psychiatr ic  Nurse (RPN).



NURSING REGISTRATION & 
RECIPROCITY/ENDORSEMENT 

In Brit ish Columbia,  Ontario and 
Nova Scotia ,  a l l  categories of 

nurses are regulated by a s ingle 
col lege.

In al l  other provinces and 
terr itories, each nursing category 

has its  own regulatory body.



Brit ish Columbia Col lege 
of Nurses & Midwives

International ly- Educated Nurses ( IENs)

Note:
• nursing education and practice in  

Austral ia ,  New Zealand,  the 
United Kingdom and the United 
States as largely comparable to 
registered nursing practice in  
Canada

• BCCNM assesses most IEN
applicants for RN and LPN
registrat ion at the same t ime 
through one appl ication.

• You graduated from an approved 

registered nurse (RN) nursing program

• Within the last five years you graduated 

from that nursing program OR practiced 

1,125 hours as a nurse (confirmed by 

your employer)



International ly- Educated Nurses ( IENs)

Steps:

Apply to NCAS - Nursing Community Assessment Service 

https://www.ncasbc.ca

• English language proficiency
• Educational  credentials;  and
• Nursing ski l ls  and knowledge through a 

competency assessment ( i f  required) .

Applicants educated in Austral ia ,  New 
Zealand,  the United Kingdom or the 
United States may not have to complete 
a  competency assessment

1.

https://www.ncasbc.ca/Pages/default.aspx


International ly- Educated Nurses ( IENs)
Steps:

Apply to BCCNM

• Create an account
• Submit employer and 

registration verif ication

2

.

3. Completion of Requirements

• BCCNM document 
evaluation

• NCAS submit to 
BCCNM applicants 
NCAS application 
package

• Additional  course 
work(  i f  
recommended)

• Criminal  record 
check



International ly- Educated Nurses ( IENs)

Steps:

Provisional Registration and Registration Exam

• NCLEX -RN, REx -PN (  required)
• Provisional  l icense registration (want to 

work while meeting their  outstanding 
registration requirements)

4.

Practicing Registration Granted5.













F i l l  u p  a  s u r v e y  t o  m a t c h  y o u  t o  

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i m m i g r a t i o n ,  

s e t t l e m e n t ,  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t  s u p p o r t s

Phil ippines,  India,  Nigeria,  
Austral ia ,  US,  UK or New 

Zealand

Choose your pathway

• Expedited pathway:
• Non-expedited pathway:



Expedited Pathway:

1. Verification of Nursing Practice

2. Pay application fee

3. Submit criminal record check

4. Take NCLEX exam or submit exam        

verification

5. Review the RN Jurisprudence 



Designated Countries Pathway
IENs who were educated and who are 

currently l icensed in good standing in USA, 
UK, Ireland,  India,  Phi l ippines,  Austral ia or 

New Zealand are el igible to apply for 
registration in Newfoundland & Labrador 
using the designated countries pathway.



Eligibi l i ty Criteria - Designated Countries Pathway
Required Documents

a.  Two (2)  government issued identif ication documents.

b.  Change of Name documentation such as marr iage 
cert if icate and/or legal  change of name document ( i f  
appl icable)

c.  A current Criminal  Record Check (<6 months old) .  Please 
see the CRC Factsheet for addit ional  information.

d. Educational  Credentia l  Assessment (ECA)



Additional Documents

• English Language Proficiency 
(ELP)

• Verif ication of Registration
• NCLEX-RN Exam
• Nursing Employment History
• Nursing Practice Hours

Decision:

• Eligible for Registration 
(Practicing License)

• Eligible for Provisional  
Registration ( Interim 
License)  No NCLEX



Nurses Association of New Brunswick



General  Requirements:  (  v a r i e s  d e p e n d i n g  o n  z o n e )

1.Apply to the National  Nursing Assessment Service (NNAS)

2.  Complete the NANB appl icat ion
Once you have received your NNAS Advisory Report ,  you 
may apply to NANB.

3.  Pay appl icable fees

Nurses Association of New Brunswick

4.  Demonstrate Currency of  Practice



• Open an account to NNAS

• NNAS will provide evaluation report to CNO

• Open an account to CNO



1. Nursing Education
2. Evidence of Nursing Practice
3. Registration Examination (NCLEX)
4. Jurisprudence Examination
5. Language Proficiency
6. Authorization to Work
7. Criminal Record Check
8. Health and Conduct



International  Mobil ity Program: 
Canada-United States-Mexico 

Agreement (CUSMA)

• Faci l i tates temporary entry for business persons who are cit izens of the 
U.S. ,  Mexico and Canada and who are involved in the trade of goods or 

services,  or  in investment activit ies.

Immigration Pathway



CUSMA Professional  Work 
Permit  for Registered Nurses

Eligibility Requirements:

Cit izensh ip :  fore ign  nat iona ls  must  be  e i ther  Amer ic an  or  Mexican  C i t i zens  

Educat iona l  Requi re m ents :  must  have  a  nurs ing  or  c lose ly  re lated  

d ip loma/d egr e e

L icens ing  Requi rem e nt :  to  be  author ized  to  enter  Canada  as  a  reg is tere d  

nurse ,  a  l i cense  i ssued  by  the  prov ince  of  dest inat ion  i s  necessary

Job  Offer :  must  have  an  Offer  of  Employme nt/Em pl oy m e nt  Agreem ent  

between the  fore ign  nat iona l  and  the  Canadian  ent i ty .

Admiss ib l e  to  Canada :  the  fore ign  nat iona l  must  be  admiss ib l e  to  Canada  (no  

cr imina l  inadmiss ib i l i ty  or  bans  f rom enter ing  Canada)

LMIA Exempt Offer of Employment:  



A copy  of  the  fore ign  nat iona l ’ s  passport  

CUSMA Professional  Work 
Permit  for Registered Nurses

Supporting Documents:

Curr icu lu m Vi tae/Resum e  for  the  fore ign  nat iona l

A copy  of  the  f ore ign  nat iona l ’ s  d ip loma in  N urs ing  in  a  c lose ly  re lated  f ie ld

L icense  i ssued  by  the  prov ince  of  dest inat ion  

Employment  agreement  /  Offer  of  Employment  between the foreign nat ional  and 

the Canadian ent i ty

A letter  f rom the Canadian ent i ty  in  support  of  the work permit  appl icat ion 

Conf i rmat ion of  submiss ion of  LMIA Exempt  Offer  of  Employment  



A for e i gn nat i on a l c a n app ly at

the p ort of entry (Can a di a n

a i r po rt or l a nd bo r d er ) for a

CUS MA -b ase d P rof ess ion a l w or k

permit .

Application Process

The fo r e ig n nat i ona l must br ing

with th e m th e wo rk pe r m it

ap pl i ca t ion p a ck ag e a nd th e wo rk

p er m it wi l l b e p ro c esse d an d

issu e d at the po rt of entry . Ca n

tak e h o urs t o pr oc e ss de p e n ding

on how busy the port of entry is .

• A CUSMA-based 
Professional  Work 
Permit  can be issued for 
up to 3 years;  

• However,  i f  the offer of 
employment is  for a 
shorter duration then 
the work permit  wi l l  
coincide with the 
duration of employment



Perks and

Benefits 



HOURLY RATE 

SICK PAY 

TIME

VACATION PAY

• Canadian 

Pension Plan

• Employment 

Insurance

• Workers 

Compensation

CAD US

$39-52 $30-40

(dependent on years of experience)

UNITED NURSES OF ALBERTA (UNA)



HOURLY RATE 

SICK PAY TIME

VACATION PAY

• Canadian 

Pension Plan

• Employment 

Insurance

• Workers 

CompensationCAD US

$60-70

$70-85

$45-53

$53-64

AGENCY PAY

General Nurse

Specialized Nurse 

CAD US

12hrs SHIFT $60 $45

8hrs SHIFT
$40 $30

*working days

PER DIEM
• Free flight

• Free 

Accommodation

• Paid Travel Time



HOURLY RATE 

SICK PAY TIME

VACATION PAY

• Canadian 

Pension Plan

• Employment 

Insurance

• Workers 

Compensation

CAD US

$40-54 $30-41

(dependent on years of experience)

Brit ish Columbia Nursing Union 
(BCNU)



HOURLY RATE 

SICK PAY TIME

VACATION PAY

• Canadian Pension 

Plan

• Employment 

Insurance

• Workers 

Compensation
CAD US

$45-55 $34-41

CAD US

12hrs SHIFT $60 $45

*working days

• Free flight

• Free 

Accommodation

• Paid Travel Time

AGENCY PAY

PER DIEM



QUESTIONS?


